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PREFACE. 



It is ^a happy feature of the present 
age, that public attention is exten- 
sively called to the moral training of 
the young. The fact of such attention 
is strikingly evinced in the establish- 
ment of so many Infant and Sunday 
Schools, and in the rapid production 
of serious juvenile publications. But 
these schools must still be increased, 
both in ma^itude and number ; and, 
aj9 they increase, an adequate quantity 
of wholesome mental aliment must be 
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provided. Every little work which 
can stimulate to industry, economy, 
and sobriety, to the discharge of 
filia-l and fraternal duties, and to 
the cultivation of benevolent action, 
should be hailed as a harbinger of 
good. Those works which are calcu- 
lated to attract the opening mind to 
the study of the sacred Scriptures, are, 
it is believed, peculiarly important at 
the present time. There is a growing 
sentiment, and one of an auspicious 
character, in almost every Protestant 
community, that questions of doctrine 
and principles of action are to be 
brought to the pages of the Bible for 
adjustment. "What hath the Lord 
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taught," is becoming a more common 
as well as more rational inquiry, than 
what is to be gathered from the 
whispers of tradition, from the jarring 
suggestions of early uninspired his- 
tory, or from the arid fields of meta- 
physical speculation. Let this resort 
to the umpirage of the Bible be en- 
couraged, let the young, especially, be 
taught to repair to this sacred record for 
wisdom, let the study of it be rendered 
a& attractive as possible by the help of 
maps, charts, and brief expositions, 
and we cannot but anticipate a great 
increase of early conversions, and a 
growing harmony of viewa among the 

chosen of the Lord. 
1* 



6 PREFACE. 

To the hope of adding some small 
stimulus to the early reading of the 
Scriptures, this little book owes its 
existence. The volume is humble, 
making no pretensions to deep re- 
search or to eloquence of diction. 
It is the simple story of that lovely 
pious queen whose name it bears. 
From its brevity, its modern dress, and 
school-book form, it was thought that it 
might awaken in some youthful readers 
a desire to search and ponder the in- 
spired narrative of this same illustrious 
personage, and subsequently to peruse 
other biographies with which the Old 
T<3stament abounds. The idea of pre* 
paring the work was suggested by a 
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friend, who, as well as the author, in 
a course of Bible-class instruction, 
had occasion to study the book of 
Esther. Should this little volume 
prove acceptable to youthful readers, 
possibly others, drawn from the Old 
Testament, and of the same historical 
character, niay, ere long, succeed. 

For the short poem, "Esther, the 
Jewess," appended to this work, the 
author is much indebted, and would 
here express her gratitude, to her kind 
friend. Miss H. F. Gould, whose 
sprightly and benevolent muse is both 
known and appreciated by the Ameri- 
can public. 



ESTHER. 



Esther wbb a Jewess, and the book 
called by her name is a wonderful 
history of a scattered remnant of that 
people to which she belonged. The 
nation, after a long captivity, had been 
restored according to the promise of 
God, the walls of Jerusalem were re- 
built, the ways of Zion no longer 
mourned because none came to her 
solemn feasts ; '* for Qod had made them 
rejoice with great joy; the wives also 
and the children rejoiced, so that the joy 
of Jerusalem was heard even afar off." 
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10 ESTHER. 

But there was still a remnant scat- 
tered among the heathen. They too 
served the God of their fathers, and 
refused to bow down to the idols of 
the nations. But forgetting that God 
loves the gates of Zion more than all 
the dwellings of Jacob, they were con- 
tent to serve him afar off. Enjoying 
in common with the heathen their 
cultivated fields and vineyards, they 
had probably ceased to sigh over the 
desolation of Jerusalem, or to count 
the number of the years of their cap- 
tivity, and were perhaps saying, " the 
time is not come, the time that the 
Lord's house should be built." They 
had lost that pious zeal which prompt- 
ed their devout king to exclaim: — a 
day in thy courts is better than a 
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thousand. I would rather be a door- 
keeper in the house of my God than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

This story, however, affords delight- 
ful proof that God never forgets his 
people, and is a beautiful illustration 
of his ever-watchful providence. The 
name of God is nowhere to be found 
in this book, and yet the hand of God 
is as distinctly revealed on every page 
as when it was seen tracing the mys- 
terious characters on the wall of Ba- 
bylon's palace. 

Who wrote the history we are not 
told ; but from the twentieth verse of 
the ninth chapter it is supposed it was 
Mordecai, especially as he knew all 
the circumstances, and was capable of 
writing such a book. The scene of 
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the story is Shushan, a city of Persia, 
where was the royal palace; and here, 
probably, Esther was born. Her fa- 
ther and mother dying when she was 
young, her cousin Mordecai took her 
for his own daughter. 

As Esther grew up, Ahasuerus came 
into possession of his kingdom, which, 
under him, extended from India to 
Ethiopia, over a hundred and twenty- 
seven provinces. In the third year of 
his reign, having enlarged his empire, 
and rejoicing in his success, he made 
a feast, to which he invited all the 
princes and nobles in his dominions, 
in order to exhibit the riches of his 
kingdom, and that they might admire 
the power and wisdom with which he 
had amassed such treasures. '^ Mine 
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own hand hath gotten me this wealth/' 
was undoubtedly the language of this 
heathen king. This feast lasted a 
hundred and eighty days; so that it is 
probable the guests were invited in 
companies, and not all at one time. 
When this was done, he made a feast for 
all the people living in Shushan, both 
rich and poor; and, perhaps, history 
does not furnish an account of a more 
magnificent entertainment. This feast 
lasted seven days, and, it is said, was 
held in the court of the garden of the 
king's palace. Houses in eastern coun- 
tries were built square, enclosing a 
piece of ground in the centre j so that, by 
spreading a covering across the top of 
the house, they were protected on 

every side from the heat of the sun. 

2 
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14 ESTHER. 

» 

This enclosure of the king's palace 
was probably very large, and would 
accommodate great numbers of people. 
It was splendidly decorated with 
white, green, and blue hangings, or 
curtains ; and these were fastened with 
cords of fine linen and purple to silver 
rings, which were attached to pillars of 
marble, with which the court was sur- 
rounded. The floor was a pavement 
of red and blue and white and black 
marble, and the couches on which they 
sat were of gold and silver. They 
drank wine from golden vessels, and 
these, though they must have been 
very numerous, were all unlike, charm* 
ing the guests by the ingenuity and 
variety of their devices. 

In Persia, and the neighboring 
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countries, women were considered as 
inferiors, and not admitted to the 
same table with the men. They were 
secluded with much care from com- 
mon observation ; and for a woman to 
appear in public would have been 
thought the highest breach of deco- 
rum. The queen Vashti, therefore, 
made a feast at the same time for the 
ladies of Shushan, in the interior of the 
Palace. On the last day of the feast, 
the king's heart, in the words of 
Scripture, was merry with wine; he 
had drunk so far to excess, that his 
judgment and sense of propriety were 
gone, and yielding probably to the 
solicitations of his half-intoxicated 
companions, he sent his seven cham- 
berlains to bring Vashti the queen in 
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16 ESTHER. 

her royal dress, that the princes and 
the people might see her beauty. So 
drunkenness lays reason and all the 
finer feelings of the soul to sleep, and 
awakens only the disorderly and de- 
grading passions. But the - queen 
Vashti refused to come at the king's 
commandment. The authority of a 
king, though he was her husband, 
could not prevail. She esteemed 
modesty a higher ornament - than 
beauty; and, though accustomed to 
unlimited obedience, she felt justified 
in refusing to make such a sacrifice. 
This refusal roused the king's anger, 
and he proposed to his wise men the 
question, what shall be done to the 
queen Vashti according to law, be- 
cause she hath not obeyed the king ? 
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Memucan, in behalf of the rest, pro- 
nounced this act of the queen an of- 
fence, not only against the king, but 
against all the princes and people ; for 
the report of her disobedience would 
go everywhere abroad, and the effect 
of her example would be visible 
among all the ladies of Persia. There 
would arise also much contempt and 
wrath. . Women would despise the 
authority of their husbands, and this 
would provoke their anger. He pro- 
posed, therefore, that the king should 
* send forth a commandment, and that 
it should be written among the laws 
of the Medes and Persians, that 
Vashti should come no more before 
the king, and that her crown should 
be given to anothev of better desert. 

2* 



18 ESTHER. 

And when the king's decree should 
be published throughout his empire, 
all the wives should give their hus- 
bands honor. This pleased the king, 
and immediately he despatched letters 
to every part of his empire, giving 
order that every man should bear rule 
in his own house. These letters, 
translated into the various languages 
spoken in his dominions, Avere sent 
abroad to be read by every people. 

Thus ended this royal feast. The 
princes and nobles returned to their 
respective provinces, the people of 
Shushan retired to their homes, the 
king's palace, lately the scene of con- 
fusion and noise, had become quiet, 
sleep had restored Ahasuerus from 
the effects of wine, his reason returned, 
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his miiid regaining its wonted calmness, 
he forgot his anger, and began to in- 
quire for Vashti, the beautiful and be- 
loved queen. But alas ! the transac- 
tions of yesterday came over him as 
a dream when one awaketh ; but what 
a fatal dream ! He had banished her 
from his presence, and in an hour of 
madness had set his seal to the act. 
It was written among the laws of the 
Medes and Persians, that the queen 
Vashti come no more before the king, 
and the laws of the Medes and Per- 
sians could never be altered. The 
sacred writer gives us only an intima- 
tion of Ahasuerus' feelings upon this 
occasion ; it is said, " he remembered 
Vashti, and what she had done, and 
what was decreed against her ;" but 
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if, as w€ judge from other parts of the 
story, he possessed some of the milder 
traits of character, and had some re- 
gard to justice, how must the remem- 
brance of the virtues of the queen 
have aggravated his own folly. 

But God is the Judge ; he putteth 
down one, and setteth up another (Ps. 
vii, 6, 7). The king's servants pro- 
posed an expedient to fill the place of 
the lamented Vashti. It was resolved, 
with his consent, to send out through 
all his dominions, and gather together 
to Shushan all the fair young virgins. 
Officers were appointed in all the pro- 
vinces for this purpose. It is now that 
Esther, an orphan, but the adopted 
daughter of Mordecai, is brought for- 
ward. Her singular beauty attracted 
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the admiration of Hegai, the king's 
chamberlain, who had the charge of 
the women, and he appointed her the 
highest place in the house set apart 
for their reception. li^ in addition to 
her native beauty, the wisdom, humi- 
lity, and benevolence, which were so 
conspicuous in her after life, beamed 
forth in her countenance, it was no 
wonder she found favor with all who 
looked upon her. When her turn 
came to appear before the king, she 
asked no ornaments, such as were 
given to the Persian ladies, to heighten 
her beauty ; but, accepting the appa- 
rel first offered her, came, according 
to commandment, into the presence of 
the king. She concealed the fact that 
she was born of Jewish parents, as 
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Mordecai had charged her ; for they 
were still a despised people. " And 
the king loved Esther above all the 
women, and she obtained grace and 
favor in his sight, more than all the 
virgins ; so that he set the royal crown 
upon her head, and made her queen 
instead of Vashti," who three or four 
years before was banished from his 
presence. This joyful occasion was 
celebrated by a great feast, called 
Esther's Feast; the king also gave 
gifts, and granted various privileges 
in his dominions, that all might par- 
take of his joy. Mordecai now sat in 
the king's gate, and it is said of Esther, 
that she obeyed him, even as when 
she was brought up with him. 

" Ob, lovely prlncen, how goodness heightens beauty!** 
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And truly this singular humility, con- 
trasted with her sudden and great ele- 
vation, was the brightest jewel in her 
crown. 

Providence so ordered it, that a 
conspiracy against the king's life was 
formed, about this time, by two of his 
chamberlains. It was discovered by 
Mordecai, and, through Esther, com- 
municated to the king. The secret 
plot was brought to light, and the con- 
spirators were put to death. This 
circumstance was recorded in the book 
of the chronicles of the king, and was 
probably soon forgotten. They saw 
not the secret hand that was moving 
all the wheels of this great empire. 
Who of all their magicians could have 
searched out the hidden wisdom by 
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which this seeming accident was to 
overthrow a plot as yet unformed, and 
to save from a cruel death the queen 
and all her people ? Canst thou by- 
searching find out God? canst thou 
find out the Almighty unto perfection? 
(Job. xi, 7.) 

King Ahasuerus, soon after this, 
formed a peculiar partiality for Haman, 
an Agagite or Amalekite. He raised 
him to the highest dignity among his 
princes, placing him next in honor to 
himself, and making him his intimate 
companion and counsellor. Still more 
to gratify his ambition, the king com- 
manded that all should bow down to 
him, and reverence him ; an act of 
homage which the Persian kings were 
Qipcustomed to receive from all who 
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came into their presence. Accordingly, 
as he went in and out from the palace, 
all the king's servants that sat in the 
gate bowed down to him, but Mordecai 
bowed not. His companions reproved 
him, saying, " Why transgressest thou 
the king's commandment ?" this they 
did day after day, but he replied that 
he was a Jew. He meant to say by 
this, that he did not deny this reve- 
rence to Haman oiit of pride, or from 
contempt of the king's authority ; but 
because Jehovah, the God whom he 
wors.hipped, and whom he acknow- 
ledged as King of kings, had said, 
** Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve." 
Mtrdecai was not alone in this; for 

it is said that some of the wiser Gre*- 

3 
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cians positively refused this act of 
homage to the Persian kings. Be- 
sides, Haman was an Amalekite, one 
of that nation upon whom the curse 
of God rested, and with whom he had 
sworn that he would have war from 
generation to generation. (See Exod. 
xvii, 16.) Mordecai's refusal soon 
came to the knowledge of Haman, 
who highly resented the affront, per- 
haps the more, because he was of that 
hated nation the Jews, and he resolved 
to seek the destruction both of him 
and his people. The time in which 
this plan was to be executed was to 
be decided by lot. 

In ancient times it was customary 
to refer all important events in this 
way to their gods, and Haman sup- 



ESTHER. 27 

posed the time thus fixed upon would 
be most favorable to his purpose : he 
little thought that the disposal of the 
lot was from the Lord, the God of the 
Jews ; and He, who was overruling all 
events for their good, so ordered it, 
that sufficient time was left for the 
accomplishment of their deliverance. 
The lot was cast in the first month, 
and it fell upon the twelfth month of 
the same year. Haman now carries 
the matter to the king, and, by an art- 
ful address, gains full liberty to accom- 
plish, in his own way, the destruction 
of the Jews. " There is a certain peo- 
ple," he says, as if too small or too 
contemptible to be named, " scattered 
abroad in thy kingdom, who have laws 
of their own, and keep not the king's 
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laws ; therefore it is not for the king's 
profit to suffer them." Perhaps he 
represented that their example might 
injure others, and so disturb the peace 
of the community. " If it please the 
king, let it be written, that they may 
be destroyed." Let it he written; — 
and he knew, if once written, it could 
never be reversed. Thinking, per- 
haps, that the king's avarice would 
suggest an objection, on the ground 
that the loss of so many subjects 
would diminish his revenue, he offers 
to pay ten thousand talents into the 
king's treasury. It was a part of his 
plan in the destruction of the Jews, to 
take all that belonged to them ; so that 
he could so manage it as to be no loser 
in the end by the payment of this 
great sum. 
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Ahasuerus, either infatuated with 
his attachment to Haman, or so sunk 
in luxury as to be weary of the charge 
of affairs in his own kingdom, took 
his ring from his hand, and gave it to 
Haman. Every edict that went forth 
from the king was sealed with this 
ring, and his giving it to Haman was, 
in fact, giving him liberty to do what 
he pleased in his empire. And the 
king said to Haman, the silver is 
given to thee and the people also, to 
do with them as it seemeth good to 
thee. Haman immediately called to- 
gether the king's scribes, and had let- 
ters prepared to the king's lieutenants, 
to the governors over every province, 
and to the rulers of every people in 
the several provinces. These letters 
3* 
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were written in the various languages 
spoken in the king's dominions, — for 
Persia, as we have seen, had lately 
extended her empire over the neigh- 
boring nations,— and were sent by posts 
into every part of the kingdom, com- 
manding to destroy, to kill, and to 
cause to perish, all Jews, both young 
and old, little children and women, in 
one day, and to take all their posses- 
sions. Having sent forth this cruel 
edict, the king and Haman sat down 
to drink. But the city Shushan was 
perplexed. No doubt many of its 
inhabitants, though not Jews, would 
sympathise deeply with them in such 
barbarous cruelty toward an inoffen- 
sive people. 

When Mordecai perceived all that 
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was done, he rent his clothes, and put 
on sackcloth with ashes, and went out 
into the midst of the city and cried 
with a loud and bitter cry. These 
were the ordinary expressions of grief 
among the Jews. He came even be- 
fore the king's gate, hoping by his 
loud lamentations to gain the ear of 
Esther, to whose presence he was sel- 
dom, if ever, admitted, as Persian 
women are secluded almost entirely 
from the society of men. He could 
not now take his accustomed seat, for 
no one was allowed to enter the 
king's gate clothed with sackcloth; 
and though by laying it aside, he 
might have been nearer the queen, 
yet his object could have been effec- 
tually prevented, for no expression of 
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sorrow was permitted there. His 
affliction, however, soon reached the 
ear of Esther through her maids : she 
was exceedingly grieved, and, ignorant 
of the cause, sent raiment to clothe 
him and to take away his sackcloth, 
that he might return to his place ; hut 
he would not receive it. Then Esther 
called for Hatach, one of the king's 
chamherlains, whom he had appointed 
to attend upon her ; and sent him to 
Mordecai, to know what his affliction 
* was, and why it was. Hatach found 
him in the street, before the king's 
gate, and Mordecai gave him a full 
account of all that had been done, 
with a copy of the decree that was 
written against the Jews, that he 
might show it to Esther, with a charge 
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to her that she should go in to the 
king, and make supplication for her 
people. Hatach delivered Mordecai's 
message, and no doubt Esther's heart 
was overwhelmed within her ; for she 
sent him back to say to Mordecai, all 
the king's servants and the people of 
the king's provinces do know, that 
whosoever, whether man or woman, 
shall come unto the king, into the 
inner court, who is not called, there 
is one law of his to put him to death, 
except such to whom the king shall, 
hold out the golden sceptre ; but I, she 
adds, have not been called to come in 
unto the king these thirty days. She 
began probably to suspect, that the 
king's affections were alienated from 
her, and this made it doubly dan- 
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gerous for her to venture uncalled into 
his presence. There is something in 
the reply of Mordecai truly worthy 
of observation. Esther had now been 
five years queen, she had increased in 
years as well as in dignity ; but Mor- 
decai seems to overlook it all, and 
addresses her in a tone of command, 
and even of severity, which she seems 
to receive with the unaffected meek- 
ness of a child under her guardian. 
" Think not with thyself," he says, 
*' that thou shalt escape in the king's 
house more than all the Jews." Do 
not satisfy yourself in being silent at 
this extremity, with the thought that 
your own life at least will be spared, 
because you are so nearly allied to 
the king. " For," he adds, with strong 
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faith in Qod, and in the spirit of 
prophecy, " if thou altogether boldest 
thy peace at this time, then shall there 
enlargement and deliverance arise to 
the Jews from another place ; but thou 
and thy father's house shall be de- 
stroyed, as a punishment for this want 
of faith in God and love to thy peo- 
ple." Then again to encourage her 
confidence, he suggests, that perhaps 
God had an eye to all this in elevat- 
ing her to her present dignity : " who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?" 
This strong appeal to her piety and 
love for her nation, removed the timid 
spirit of Esther, and she resolved to 
go forward in the strength of the God 
of Israel. She promptly returns to 
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Moirtecai this answer, ^' go, . gathen 
together all the Jews that are present 
in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and 
neither eat nor drink three days, night 
nor day ; I also and lAy maidens will 
fast likewise, and so will I go in unto 
the king, which is not according to the 
law, and if I perish, I perish.*' She 
thought it more desirable even to meet 
death in the way of obedience to God, 
than by any means to evade the path 
of duty. She remembered probably 
the severity exercised towards Vashti ; 
she thought of the high accusation 
she should have to bring against 
Haman, the confidential friend and 
favorite of the king ; she was ignorant 
of the circumstances under which the 
decree was made, and knew not how 
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large a part the king might have had 
in projecting the scheme ; very pos- 
sibly her imagination suggested that 
he had discovered her origin, and tlud 
might be the cause of her long ab- 
sence from him. What faith in God 
then, what holy courage, did her reso- 
lution call for ! But she would not 
take so dangerous a step rashly. She 
now, in her turn, stirs up Mordecai to 
devotion, and proclaims a fast to all th« 
Jews present in Shushan ; she and her 
maidens would fast likewise : for whe- 
ther Jews or Gentiles, they were 
under her control, and would itti- 
doubtedly sympathize with her in this 
threatened calamity. It is not likely 
that they abstained wholly from food 
during all this time, but they pi*x>b'ftbly 

4 



mim 



,iSmmmUi0mmitm»m»'miMm 



38 ESTHER. 

omitted their more important meals, 
one of which was supper, as Esther 
speaks of fasting night and day. 
The language of Scripture on this 
suhject is. evidently general, as in 
Acts xxvii. 33, when Paul and his 
companions are said to have fasted 
fourteen days, taking nothing. 

So Mordecai went his way, and did 
according to all that Esther command- 
ed him. Having thus wept and prayed 
hefore the Lord, on the third day of the 
fast, Esther put on her royal apparel, 
perhaps as she was accustomed to do 
when presenting herself before the 
king, or because she would now avail 
herself of every external attraction, 
and came into the inner court of the 
king's house, to enter which uncalled 
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was certain death to all unless the 
king averted the sentence by holding 
out the golden sceptre. But when 
the king saw Esther, she obtained 
favor in his sight, and the king held 
out to Esther the golden sceptre that 
was in his hand ; so Esther drew near 
and touched the top of the sceptre, 
perhaps as an expression of gratitude 
for this unusual favor, and in token of 
her submission to the king. Then said 
the king unto her, " What wilt thou, 
queen Esther? and what is thy re- 
quest? it shall be given thee to the 
half of the kingdom." And Esther 
answered, ^* If it seem good unto the 
king, let the king and Haman come 
this day unto the banquet I have pre- 
pared for him." Though the warm 
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repeption she received might seem to 
encourage her to open her whole heart, 
yet ^he knew too well the temper of 
it^ king, and felt too sensibly the d^U- 
cacy of the case, to venture the expres- 
^0|i of her feelings. With admiri^Ue 
wisdom she avails herself of the king's 
ruling passion, luxury, and by extend- 
ing her invitation to Haman renders 
it doubly welcome to the king. She 
hoped, probably, that He to whom she 
had conmiitted her cause would open 
some door for the presenting of her 
petition. The banquet is called a 
banquet of wine, because, it is sup- 
posed, it consisted not of meats, but of 
fruits and wines, and was to serve as 
dessert after a full meal. Then the 
king said, "Cause Haman to make 
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haste, that he may do as Esther hath 
said." At the banquet the king again 
said to Esther, "What is thy petition ? 
and it shall be granted thee, and what 
is thy request ? even to the half of the 
kingdom, it shall be performed." He 
knew she had some matter of import- 
ance to bring before him, or she would 
not have taken her life in her hand, 
and ventured without a command into 
his presence. But He, who tumeth 
the hearts of all men as the rivers of 
water are turned, made her feel that 
the favorable moment had not yet 
arrived, and she asks of the king only 
a farther pledge that he would grant 
her petition when presented. Her 
reply is, " If I have found favor in the 
sight of the king, and if it please the 
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king to grant my petition, and to per- 
form my request, let the king and 
Haman come to the banquet that I 
shall prepare for them, and I will do 
to-niorrow as the king hath said." 
Here she was evidently under divine 
guidance; for God had determined, 
that very night by a singidar provi- 
dence, one of those events which we 
irreligiously call a fortunate circum- 
stance or accident, to prepare her way 
before her, almost to perform her 
work for her. 

Haman, in the mean time, goes forth 
from the royal banquet joyful and with 
a glad heart ; the sight of Mordecai, 
however, sitting in the king's gate, 
still «nmo ved, notwithstanding his new 
honors, fills him with indignation, and 
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hf was tempted at once to destroy him, 
which he might easily have dpiie, in- 
vested as he was with royal authority ; 
but thinking that vengeance soon 
awaited him, he refrained himself. 
Returning to his home, he calls to- 
gether his friends and Zeresh his wife, 
and boasts to them of the glory of his 
riches, of the multitude of his children, 
and all the things wherein the king 
had promoted him, and how he had 
advanced him above the princes and 
servants of the king. Haman said, 
moreover, '*Yea, Esther the queen 
did let no man come in with the king 
unto the banquet that she had pre- 
pared but myself^ and to-morrow am 
I invited unto her also with the king." 
Poor Haman ! he knows not what shall 
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be on the morrow. Happy would it 
have been for him, had he learned 
from the Jewish Scriptures that maxim 
— a haughty spirit before a fall. "But 
all this,*' he adds, **availeth me no- 
thing, so long as I see Mordecai the 
Jew sitting in the king's gate." Ze- 
resh his wife, and his friends of kin- 
dren spirit, immediately propose a 
remedy:— "Let a gallows be made, 
fifty eubits high, that it may be con- 
spicuous to all, and strike dread on 
all Haman's enemies; and to-morrow 
speak thou unto the king, that Mor- 
decai may be hanged thereon ; then 
you will have nothing to interrupt 
your pleasure, but may go in merrily 
with the king unto the banquet. And 
the thing pleased Haman; and he 
caused the gallows to be made." 
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Bui why does Haman make the 
gallows to*day, and delay hanging 
Mordecai till to-morrow ? God taketh 
the wise in their own craftiness. On 
that night could not the king sleep — 
that nigktt the night after the feast 
But what disturbs his slumbers? It 
was no wonder if Haman's bloody 
purpose for the morrow kept kim 
waking, or if Esther ^ and Mordecai^ 
and the pious Jews wrestled with 
God till break of day ; but none of 
all these things had reached the ear 
of Ahasuerus. It was God that held 
bi9 eyes waking. He seeks for spme** 
thing to occupy his ^lind, and instead 
of diverting himself^ as at ot)ier times, 
with music, or with any of the amuse^ 
ments with which art had surrounded 
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him, he calls for the hook of the records 
of the chronicles, and they were read 
before the king. It was the more 
strange he should do this, as he seems 
lately to have been quite weary of the 
affairs of his empire, and ready to re- 
sign all charge to Haman. Towards 
morning the reader comes to that part 
of the records where it was written 
that Mordecai had told of Bigthana 
and Teresh, two of the king's cham- 
berlains, the keepers of the door, who 
sought to lay hands on the king 
Ahasuerus. This was a wonderful 
escape indeed; ai^d no wonder the 
review of it affects the mind of Aha- 
suerus. Two of those who had waited 
on his person had laid a plot to take 
away his life, which would probably 
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have proved successful, had it not been 
discovered by Mordecai, and through 
Esther communicated to the king. 
Gratitude to his preserver prompts 
him to ask at once, '' What honor hath 
been done to Mordecai for this?" 
The king's servants said, " There is 
i^othing done for him." And the king 
said, " Who is in the court ?" (Now 
Haman was come into the outward 
court of the king's house, to speak 
unto the king to hang Mordecai on the 
gallows that he had prepared for him.) 
So early in the morning had he come 
to execute his malicious purpose.^ 
And the king's servants said unto 
him, " Behold, Haman standeth in the 
court." Who more suitable, the king 
would naturally think, to give coun- 
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sel in such a matter ? And he said, 
" Let him come in." So Haman came 
in. And the king said unto him, 
*'What shall he done unto the man 
whom the king delighteth to honor!" 
(Now Haman thought in his heart, 
** To whom would the king delight ib 
do honor more than to myself?") And 
Hainan answered the king, " For the 
man whom the king delighteth io 
honor, let the royal apparel be brought 
which the king useth to wear," (pro- 
bably when he went abroad,) "and 
the horse which the king rideth upon, 
and the crown royal which is set upon 
his head :" — this is supposed to mean 
the crown usually put upon the heacT 
of the king's horse, as some say wa;s 
customary among the Persians, and 
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especially as no mention is made of 
the crown in either of the next three 
verses; — **and let this apparel and 
horse be deliyered to the hand of one 
of the king's most noble princes, that 
they may array the man withal whom 
the king delighteth to honor, and bring 
him on horseback through the (prin- 
cipal) street of the city, and proclaim 
before him, Thus shall it be done unto 
the man whom the king delighteth to 
honor." Haman's counsel, as usual, 
pleased the king ; and since he him- 
self was the most noble among the 
princes, he was the most suitable per* 
son to execute the commission. Then 
the king said to Haman, " Make haste, 
and take the apparel and the horse, as 

thou hast said, and do even so to Mor- 

5 
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decai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's 
gate : let nothing fail of all that thou 
hast spoken." Haman dared not ob- 
ject, or hesitate to obey. Then took 
Haman the apparel and the horse, 
and arrayed Mordecai, and brought 
him on horseback through the street 
of the city, and proclaimed before him, 
'' Thus shall it be done unto the man 
whom the king delighteth to honor." 
And Mordecai came again to the king's 
gate ; his new honors did not lead him 
to despise or to neglect his ordinary 
duties ; but Haman hasted to his house, 
mourning and having his head covered. 

He relates his sorrows to Zeresh his 

• 

wife, and to his friends, and to the 
wise men whom he had perhaps called 
together to consult in this emergency. 
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His wise men answered him, " If Mor- 
decai be of the seed of the Jews, be- 
fore whom thou hast begun to fall, 
thou shalt not prevail against him, 
but shalt surely fall before him." 

We naturally ask, how came these 
wise men to return such an answer ? 
It has been said, perhaps they wished 
to gain favor with Mordecai, whom 
they now saw to be rising; or per- 
/ haps they had observed remarkable 
interpositions in behalf of the Jews : 
but how do we know but that they 
and the wise men of whom Matthew 
tells us, perhaps their own country- 
men, had learned to look through 
nature up to nature's God, and so 
might now be very appropriately un- 
der divine teaching. 
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And while Haman was thus en- 
gaged with his friends, the king's 
chamberlains came, and hastened to 
bring him to the banquet that Esther 
had prepared. So the king and Ha- 
man came to banquet with Esther the 
queen. And the king said again to 
Esther, on the second day, at the 
banquet of wine, ** What is thy peti- 
tion, queen Esther? and it shall be 
granted thee: and what is thy re- 
quest ? and it shall be performed, even 
to half of the kingdom" Then Es- 
ther the queen answered and said : '* If 
I have found favor in thy sight, O 
king, and if it please the king, let my 
life be given me at my petition, and 
my people at my request : for we are 
sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, 
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to be slain, and to perish : but if we 
had been sold for bondmen and bond- 
women, I had held my tongue; al- 
though the enemy could not counter- 
vail the king's damage." She does 
not mention the name of Haman, but 
with much simplicity states the case ; 
and, instead of attempting to screen 
herself, as Mordecai once suggested, 
with courageous boldness she declares 
herself included in the edict. *' We 
are sold," she says, *'I and my peo- 
ple." Had the sentence been any- 
thing but death, even had they been 
sold for bondmen and bondwomen, 
she would have been silent, though 
the loss to the king would have been 
greater than the enemy could have re- 
paired. Not daunted by his presence 

5* 
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who affirmed that it was not for the 
king's profit to suffer them, she thus 
testifies to the locality of her people 
and their promptness to pay the king's 
tribute. The anger of Ahasuerus was 
kindled, and he asks, with the earnest- 
ness of a disturbed and indignant 
mind : '' Who is he, and where is he, 
that durst presume in his heart to do 
so?" And Esther said, "The adver- 
sary and enemy is this wicked Ha- 
man." Then Haman was afraid ; and 
the king, arising from the banquet of 
wine in his wrath, went into the palace 
garden. He knew not how to conceal, 
or express, the varied emotions of his 
mind. He must have time to look 
back upon the circumstances of that 
edict, the injustice or extent of which 
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he had never realized. He must be 
alone, till he had given way to the 
mingled feelings of mortification and 
anger which he felt at having been 
thus duped by one upon whom he had 
' been lavishing his greatest honors. 
Haman perceived at once that there 
was evil determined against him by 
the king, and he stood up to make re- 
quest for his life to Esther. Finding 
the queen unmoved by his earnest 
entreaty, he falls on his knees upon 
the couch on which Esther was seated, 
according to the custom at meals, and 
there pleads still more earnestly for 
his life. The king, coming in from 
the palace garden, finds him in this 
posture, and his exasperated mind, 
seeking to aggravate his crimes, is 
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ready to put the worst construction 
upon his most innocent actions. He 
accuses him now of too great famili- 
arity with the queen. His servants, 
reading their duty in his angry coun- 
tenance, cover Haman's face, thus 
making Mm as a criminal, and that 
they might ^pare the king the sight of 
one who seemed to be so much an ob- 
ject of abhorrence. And Harbonah, 
one of the chamberlains mentioned in 
the first chapter, said before the king : 
'* Behold also the gallows fifty cubits 
high, which Haman had made for 
Mordecai who had spoken good for the 
king, standeth in the house of Haman." 
So they hanged Haman on the gallows 
prepared for Mordecai, which, being 
connected with his own house, made 
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the punishment more i^ominioas. 
How wisely did Solomon say, " Lay 
not wait, O wicked man, against the 
dwelling of the righteous ; spoil not 
his resting-place: for a just man falleth 
seven times and riseth up again, but 
the wicked shall fall into mischie£ 
On that same day, Ahasuerus gave to 
Esther the house of Haman with all 
his riches, as some compensation for 
the danger to which he had exposed 
her ; and she, for the first time, makes 
him acquainted with the relation ex- 
isting between her and Mordecai. 
Mordecai is now admitted into the 
king's presence, and Ahasuerus is 
satisfied with nothing but to bestow 
upon him all the forfeited honors of 
Haman. And the king took off his 
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ring which he had taken from Haman, 
and gave it to Mordecai. Esther, too, 
committed to his care the estate of 
Haman, to manage it for her as he 
thought best. But Esther's work was 
not yet completed. Haman was 
hanged, but the edict sent forth against 
the Jews was yet in force ; for it had 
been written among the laws of the 
Medes and Persians, and could not be 
altered. Esther spoke yet again be- 
fore the king, and fell down at his 
feet, and besought him with tears in 
some way to avert this cruel decree. 
Then the king held out the golden 
sceptre toward Esther. So Esther 
arose and stood before the king, and 
said, '' If it please the king, and if I 
have found favor in his sight, and the 
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thing seem right before the king, and 
I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be writ- 
ten to reverse the letters devised by 
Haman the son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, which he wrote to destroy 
the Jews which are in all the king's 
provinces : for how caii I endure to 
see the ^vil that shall come upon my 
people ? or how can I endure to see 
the destruction of my kindred ?" She 
prudently spares the king all the part 
he had taken in the scheme, and lays 
all the blame upon Haman. He as- 
sures her of his readiness to grant all 
her desire, and gives her permission 
to devise whatever remedy she pleased, 
and to write in his name, and seal it 
with the king's- ring. This she and 
Mordecai might have done before, as 
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Mordecai had been invested with full 
power, by the giving of the ring; 
but they would do nothing without 
the king's consent. 

On the twenty-third day of the third 
month, the king's scribes were called 
together again, and letters written, 
under the direction of Mordecai, ad- 
dressed to the king's officers in all the 
various provinces, to each people in 
their own language, as before, and to 
the Jews, according to their writing, 
and according to their language. They 
were left out of the former letters ; so 
that Raman's plan appears the more 
cruel, in giving them no opportunity 
for defence, or to make their escape. 
And Mordecai wrote in the king Aha- 
suerus' name, and sealed it with the 
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king's ring, and sent letters by posts 
on horseback, and riders on mules, 
camels, and yoimg dromedaries, — 
wherein the king granted the Jews 
which were in every city to gather 
themselves together, and to stand 
for their life ; to destroy, to slay, and 
to cause to perish, all the power of the 
people and province that would as- 
sault them, both little ones and women, 
and to take the spoil of them for a 
prey; upon one day in all the pro- 
vinces of king Ahasuerus, namely, 
upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, which is the month Adar. 
This decree, coming forth from the 
king's palace, would intimidate the 
most bitter enemies of the Jews, and 

make friends of those who would 

6 
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otherwise have stood still. And Mor- 
decai went out from the presence of 
the king in royal apparel of blue and 
white, and with a great crown of gold 
upon his head,- — such a one, proba- 
bly, as was worn by Persian princes, 
with sufficient distinction from the 
king's crown, ^-and with a garment 
of fine linen and purple ; and the city 
Shushan rejoiced and was glad. And 
in every province, and in every city, 
whithersoever the king's command- 
ment and his decree caiyie, the Jews 
had joy and gladness, a feast, and a 
good day. And many of the people 
of the land became Jews ; for the fear 
of the Jews fell upon them. 

When the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month arrived, the day that 
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Haman had looked upon as the most 
auspicious for his purposes, the Jews, 
having gathered themselves together 
in the cities, stood for their own de- 
fence against those that should assault 
them. Scattered as they were hefore, 
they would have fallen an easy prey 
to their enemies ; hut now their union 
is strength : all the officers of the king, 
too, in all the provinces, helped the 
Jews, and no man could withstand 
them ; for the fear of them fell upon 
all people. The power of the court 
was on their side, and, ahove all, the 
secret hand of their God was with 
them. Thus the Jews smote all their 
enemies with the stroke of the sword, 
and slaughter, and destruction, and 
did what they would unto those that 
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kated them. In the eky of Shushan 
the^ slew and destroyed five hundred 
men, among them the ten sons of Ha* 
man. The king informed Esther what 
destruction had heen made at Shushan, 
and infers from it how great that de- 
struction must be in the other parts of 
the empire, and then adds, " Now what 
is thy petition ? and it shall be granted 
thee : or what is thy request farther I 
and it shall be done." The queen had 
probably reason to think that some of 
thtfr most malignant enemies had 
withdrawn themselves for that day, 
and requests that the same permission 
he granted to the Jews in Shushan for 
the next day ; and that the bodies of 
the ten sons of Haman, who had been 
slain, should be hanged upon the gal- 
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lows. This was granted, and on the 
fourteenth day the Jews in Shushan 
slew three hundred more of their ene- 
mies. But the Jews in the other parts 
of the kingdom performed their whole 
work on the thirteenth, and slew se- 
yenty-fiye thousand of their foes. But 
they laid not their hands on the prey : 
they would ^how to all, that it was 
their safety, and that alone, that they 
sought; and they would gladly give 
the spoil into the king's treasuries, as 
an acknowledgment of gratitude for 
their deliverance. But they must, 
above all, render thanks to the God 
of Israel, who had thus marveUously 
appeared for their help ; and the Jews 
in Shushan kept the fifteenth day, and 

those of the other provinces the four- 
6* 
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teenth day of the month Adar, as a 
day of feasting and gladness, and a 
good day, and of sending portions one 
to another, and gifts to the poor. And 
Mordecai wrote an account of these 
things, and sent into all the king's 
provinces, with counsel to all the Jews 
to keep the fourteenth and fifteenth 
days of the month Adar, from year to ^ 
year, as a feast, in commemoration of 
these events. And they called them 
the days of Purim, or of the lot, that 
their very name might bring to mind 
the great danger from which they had 
been delivered. This feast was to be 
kept from generation to generation; 
and it is said that the Jews used to 
observe the first of these days with 
fasting and crying, and other expres- 
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sions of vehement grief and fear, and 
the latter with feasting and thanks- 
giving, and all demoitstrations of joy 
and triumph* 

Who, in reading this story, can fail 
tOi admire the lovely character of Es-^ 
ther?' It charms us the more, hecause 
the sacred writer seems to he at no 
pains to set forth adiy of her virtues. 
But where do we ever discover such- 
a union of youth with wisdom, of 
beauty with modesty, of courage with 
delicacy and refinement, of high eleva- 
tion with humble obedience, and, more 
than all, of deep piety and devotion 
amidst the splendors of a magnificent, 
gay, and heathen court ? 
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Who that observes the elevation 
and fall of Haman, will not foe afraid 
of the first indulgence o{ pride, which 
is the root of all sin, and which brings 
down God's heaviest judgments ? 

Above all, who that reads this story 
will not desire to fall in with the main 
design of the sacred writer, and, ad- 
miring God^s ways toward his people, 
cast in his lot with them, and make 
the God of Israel his God? 
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Tm monarch of Penis tmi vrspped o'er bis breait 
1%c vesture whoae jewels emblazoned the throne; 

His lovely, yottng queen, «rho in BBCkclalh ia dresiwd, 
Is br from his presence, and sig-bing- aloae. 

Deceived by bis- minion'a base folsehood and art, 
The king thnxigh his empire has issued the word, 

CoDdemning the Jews, who sIaH fail (O dep&rt 
At once from the leslin, to be put to [he sword. 

Aod wbo, in Ibeir cause, is for meYi;f to sue 7 

To whose pleuling; voice will tbe ■orereign give eu? 

'Tis death in his kingdom to be now b Jew— 
'Tis death in hi* presence, uncalled, to appear. 
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The wife of his boBom that peril shall take ! 

The helpless young Jewess, so gentle and fair, 
To live with her people, or die for their sake, 

Will go to her lord, and her nation declare. 

For little he dreams that his idolized bride. 
The joy of his heart, the. delight of his eyes, . 

Is bom of that race whom the Persians deride — 
The people his nation oppress and despise. 

There's wine at the palace, and feasting, and mirth ; 

In Esther's still chamber there's fasting and prayer. 
While he with the crown, has the homage of earth. 

She calls on her God, her doomed people to spare. 

She thinks of her fathers in Egypt's dark land — 
She thinks of the bush, as on Horeb it burned ; 

And Who hath the hearts of the kings in his hand. 
To turn them, as rivers of water are turned. 

To Him, for support, and for light to her mind. 
She sends up the cries of her soul from the dust ; 
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Tbeo, nriog to go to the kxng, is resigned 
To do this and perish, if perish she most. 

With festing and tears she is languid and pale, 
But o'er her young &ce beams the sunrise of soul ; 

And flesh, though but feeble and ready to fail. 
Is urged to its point by the spirit's controU 

The woman within her is timid and faint; 

The holy believer, unawed and serene. 
She goes to the presence, adorned as a aaintf 

With power that has never invested the queen. 



And, bowed as a lily oppressed by a shower, 
She leans on her maidens for nature's support. 

In beauty and silence, the delicate flower. 
She's now at the palace, and stands in the court. 

She looks to the throne, where the sovereign sits high, 
Arrayed in his glory — alone in his state. 

His sceptre withheld, and the glance of his eye. 
That chides her approach, show him fearfully great 

7 
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The Bight o'er her cheek throws a slight hasty flush, 
That, passing, to death's sadden palor gives place ; 

As leaves of the rose, that too rudely we brush, 
Will pass down the side of the pure, snowy vase. 



Her life seems departing— her soul taking wing, 
Its lustre to shed on its dwelling of clay. 

The monarch beholds her ; and ruler and king 
In lover and husband have melted away. 



For love hath an impetus strong in his breast. 
And full are the fountains it moves by its force. 

The pure gush of feeling can ill be repressed 
When this power mysterious reigns at the source. 



He leaps from the throne, and her tottering form 
la clasped to his heart, as he fain would confine 

The flickering flame, still the temple to warm — 
Would hold back the spirit to brighten the shrine. 
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And now that his Esther may feel in her hold 
His glittering sceptre, her terrors, to check, 

Her white nerveless fingers he bends round the gold. 
His rod he with gentleness rests on her neck. 



His signals of safety in darkness are hid— 
Her vision has fedled ; and, with grief and alarm, 

He marks the cold forehead, the eye's falling lid, 
The pale sinking burden that hangs on his arm. 



Affection's soft voice he essays, to awake 
His paralyzed bride from so fearful a sleep; 

He calls on her name, that her answer may break 
The spell of a silence so awfully deep. 



At length, the checked pulse is beginning to play. 

The string^ of the harp are again put in tune. 
The clouds that came over the mora, fly away ; 

And life kindles up from the death of the swoon. 
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The hghi tliat had fled coming back to her eye, 
She Bees on whose bosom her bead ii at rest ; 

By lips parting first bat to heave oat a sigh, 
The thoughts of her heart reassured, are confessed* 



'< Forgave me^ my lord ; for in splendor arrayed, 
I saw ihee so comely and great, that, bereft 

Of strength for its purpose, my seal was afraid, 
And fled firom thy face !-*I had no spirit lea" 



" Oh, speak not of fear," are the words of the king, 
" But tell me thy wish 3 if to grant it His mine^ 

Though this be the gift of my own signet ring. 
And even the half of my kingdom, 'tis thine I 



" 'Twizt thee and thy purpose shall naught intervene^ 
Believe, by my throne and the crown on my head I 

The law is for sutjects, and not for the qneeui 
Who reigns in the baart of their aovereign, to diead^'* 
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And now to her pec^le 18 nfiety raatoied, 

ll^^th peace and their righta; when regjgUnce had falkd 
A woman in weakness, i^K> drew on the LcMtl 

For sbreng^ o^er the mighty of earth has prevailed. 



Fair Jewea^ the tears thoa hast dn^iped in the dost, 
Thy name on the palm of Jehovah shall write ! 

The hand that, in sorrow, has here heen thy trust, 
Win crown thee in glory, an angel of light ! 

Hi. F. CrOULD. 



Noraw— It win be perceived that the seene from which this 
poem takes its materials, baa been kept in view as given by 
Josephns, in eompanj with tbe seooant by the sacred histo- 
rian. 
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